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EXHIBIT NO. 157

i Thin Exbebl cvnegas of repaity, ﬁ:.-ti-nﬂ'x, gl comeligiogem of e
Rudwita oo, Army Pearl Harbe! Boarl, Navy ot of
h;.rurn:}...n:-i Hew il I'"}L:'_'r. with cadopements | See table of cvgitenis
attaciest to thie Exhibit) and wil] be fovnd printed eparaloly m U

Juinit Committer Record, See Index of Exhibiis

EXHIBIT NO. 158

(This Exhibit is a compilation of documents relating to United States-British
conversations concerning the Japanese situation, and consists of the following
items:

1. Memorandum of conversation dated February 7, 1941 concerning the
Far Eastern situation and attached aide-memoire.

2. Letter dated February 11, 1941 from Ambassador Halifax to Secretary
Hull with two telegrams, A and B, each dated February 11, 1941 attached.

3. Paraphrase of message dated February 15, 1941 for the President from
Prime Minister Churchill.

4. Memorandum for the President dated February 22, 1941.

5. Paraphrase of telegram from the British Ambassador, Tokyo to the
Foreign Office, April 13, 1941.

6. Memorandum for the President from Admiral Stark dated April 29, 1941
with attachments dated April 25, and 28, respectively.

7. Memorandum for the President from Secretary Knox enclosing a reply
to certain U. S. proposals dated May 8, 1941 from Rear Admiral Danckwerts.

8. Memorandum of conversation dated October 17,1941 concerning U. S.-
Japanese relations between Secretary of State Hull and Ambassador Halifax.
with attachment dated October 16, 1941.

9. Telegram dated November 5, 1941 (5 sections) fromy Ambassador Winant
to the Secretary of State being a message for the President from Prime
Minister Churchill.

10. Memorandum of conversation between Ambassador Halifax and Mr.
Welles dated November 12, 1941 concerning U. S.-Japanese negotiations with
attachment dated November 11, 1941.

11. Paraphrase of memorandum handed to Mr. Hornbeck by Mr. Dening
of the British Embassy November 14, 1941, ,

12. Letter dated November 29, 1941 from the British Embassy, Washington
to Secretary Hull.

13. Letter dated December 1, 1941 from Ambassador Halifax to Secretary
Hull with enclosures dated November 30, 1941.

14. Letter dated December 8, 1941 from Ambassador Halifax to the Presi-
dent enclosing paraphrase of a report from London on the military situation
delivered to the President from the British Embassy on December 8, 1941.)
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woze dismayed W the mun-uh“muu
that 1% vae Beliaved at the Juapenssse Madassy thet the

iastrustiiens had referente ¢ sane sthame ¢f codyemtion

with Cermeny sdvocated by the Jepanese military yaryty.
The ssotnd telegram, alse dated Podlewmery 6, was %0

the offest that the aetification date refurved %0 in She

fizet telegram was either Februsry § or Podeunyy 18 (4de
telogran as reseived My the British Mndatey ves garbled
ant the Embassy had net yot veried eut wvhether the Soy-
rest date was Felawary § oy Felwuary 18); that t2ere wae
seme indefinite referense te the plam in questien Belang
11aked mp #ith the Seviet Covernmemt asd Ohinscs Oemmme
nists; that the propesed astica wvas Being sarefully -
planned se a5 net te sppeary to affest United S%ates ia-
Serests; that the covemant of the United States Flest
was yeparded 98 of s youtine charaster; and tha$ theve
was & goed deal of talk at the Japanese Imdassy ia
Londen sboxt war,

Kr. Butlax added that it was poseibls that the
British Amdassader might ask te talk te the Besretasy
of State aad te the President im regevé %o %he infopma~
tiea set fawth in the twe telogreme wier Felferende.
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Very Confidential.

AIDE MEMOIRE

Evidence is accumulating that the Japanese may already have decided to push
on Southward even if this means war. Press reports indicate that Japan is
using her position as mediator between Thailand and Indo China to gain, be-
sides a preferential economic -position, a Naval Base at Camranh Bay, Air Bases
in Southern Indo-China and control of the Indo China customs. There is also
reason to suppose that some military agrecment with Thailand, directed against
our territories and the Netherlands East Indies is under consideration.

The following are a few “straws in the wind” :

(a) His Majesty’s Ambassador in Tokyo reports a general feeling amongst
the Japanese that a crisis in the Far East will come within the next few weeks.

(b) Cancellation of sailings of Japanese ships to the United States and the
commandeering of ships by the Japanese Government have been reported. These
reports have not so far been confirmed by the British Naval authorities in
Singapore.

(¢) Japan is continuing to supply munitions to Thailand. For instance, a
Japanese steamer arrived at Bangkok on January 29th with the following war
material for the Thai Government : 8000 bombs, 20 tanks and 10,000 cases con-
taining unspecified arms and ammunition.

(1) A telephone conversation was intercepted between two Japanese at Soura-
baya and Lawang to the effect that the Japanese attack would take place on
February 10th. The Netherlands authorities attach no undue importance to
the conversation but think that it cannot be disregarded.

(e) A Japanese Naval Officer recently stated to students of the Malay lan-
guage that time was very short indeed.

(f) The time-table of the ‘“Asaka Maru"” which is taking a Naval Mission to
Berlin and may be bringing back machinery and certain metals, seems to indi-
cate that action is not contemplated until the middle of March.

(g) A French source in Indo China reports concentrations in Formosa and
Hainan.

While none of these indications may be conclusive in themselves, their accumu-
lative effect is to suggest that a further movement is impending. Most of this
information has already been given to the United States Naval Attache in London.

BRITISH EMBASSY, '

Washington, D. C., February Tth 1941.
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Substance of Telesram A Reccived rt tne

British Embassy from the ~urelyn Office on ~bruury lltn. fe .

The consequences of the Jajpunesce movenerts
in Indo-Chine &nc Theilund have been revicweo once
more by tne Chicfs of J3tat'f, wio nnve {‘urnisaca an
estimate of' the imnediate derger to be urticijputed.
This estimate ic as tollows:-

The <J8pnese are now cnkased in a movement
desigzned both to incresse their hold on Indo-China

and t5 obtuin strategic facilities in Theilund.

A + ) (IA!-

Accordin, to the information in the possession of the

L]

British suthorities it is unligely that the Juepinese
will be conternt with this; it ie probrble tnst they
are conterpleting more drastic action, th: exact nuture

of wnich is as yet urcertuin., The generul ceffect of

Sl

the present Japunese movement 18 to wesken the
strotegic position of the British ¥mpire ip the rar
wast by enablin;; the Japanese to sccure vanteygs point
neer Singepore. If the .apanese movement wer: Lo L»

’ -
extended, not only wnyld t:.i0 tendercy O€ ADCTE(
but the Japunese might obtein importont economic

® .

resources which would greetly stren.then thelr cupucity
to cerry on a ware.

1L i felt certain that the Japarese oro -
uctiny v'i’pll‘ t... spcouragement of ufrouny anc that the y
are pluannin. more Vvizorous aguressive measures in
direct axreement with the Germsn Governrent. Por

these muasures to help Germany, they must directly

affect/
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<D=
uffect Sritish intercets und ure thr refore
probably desi.ncd to torce ireut srituir into
wer with Jopan. Such & wur woulu expose to attack
British communications witn Australia sand ] ew
Zealand, and British trade in the Far best and in
the Indi:n Ocesun, unu might ever jeopurdise thu
comnuniceti )ng octween the United riingdom snd the
Middle Bast. The efforts vwhicli the British
suthorities would be bound tc mecke to prevert
excessive damage to these vitel interests would
weaken their whol« war e:!fort uageinust i rmany.
Inceed, 1© the threat to Singapore buecane immiﬁent,
the British authorities might be forced tewporrarily
to transter the British fleet from the hediterrarear
in orderito’ freemnavel Toreds for action in to
Indien Ocean.

It will be appreciated what a profound
sct-buck this lust step wo .ld comstitute. Jnus
war with Jupen would inlviéuuly lengthen the war with
sernany and would, irdeed, make ultimute sritisn
success lmprobavl: witrassd e 13211 perticdjetion
o tne Lrited Ste tes.

Yience, wnile L darect daryer tie A rican
intercests sn the ar unst constituted by a mrvier
Juparese movement 1o clear, the ifnoarect carger to
the United octates is ever nore serious. iraces , it
geenmy evicert Laut Jojirese oy ressin e einst
‘British interests in the fur sust poepreserts a
gerious turesat to the safety *° the i'rited Stuates on

noeoant/
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account of its effect on t:.e British war effort
as a whole. It is essentigl, th:ref re, in the
interests not only of the British Empire but of
the United States, to take steps which will

prevent tne capanese from taking the plunge.
!

79716 0—46—pt. 19——3
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Substence of Tele.rsn B receiveu ut the /71/

British Embassy from the oreign COf'fice cn February llth,

In your further talks with the United States
Government you will no dcubt call attention to the views
of the Chiefs of Stuff, The important point to emphusize
is that the initiative lies wvith Japan., If Japan ie
bent on ~sar in combination with Germany, mere attempts
on our part to avoid the i..ue are unlikely to be
successful, The only thing likely to avert war -ie
to make it clear to Japan that further aggression will
meet with the opposition both of the United States and
of ourselves,

A Jjoint declarution to the Japanese by the United
States unu th: British Zmpire that any attack on che
iletherlands =ast Indies or on the British possessions in
//)> the Par “gst wvould involve Juapan in war imnediately and

irreparably with both the United LStates anu the British
.mpire is obviously the course most likely to achieve this
end., It is rcalised, however, that such a proposal

may present certainr cifficulties from the point of view

of the United Stutes,

S0 fur as »is wujesty's Government are concerned
the Forvign Jecret.ry huo .wde it cleur to the Jajpanese
Ambsssador that 1f pritish tcrritories‘ure uttacked they
will be defended with "he .tmost vi our, 3peaking to
the Japanese Aunbusdauor on February 7th, w.r. zaen said
thut while His mejesty’s Government had nc agrressive
intentions they did not intend o sucrifice the =3ri.cish
po .essions in the “npr sust ut ihe alctation of any 1 0#er,
Nor wer: ‘is JSajesty's Governvent preparez lo ayree .thut
Jupun alcne was entitled to conircl the destinies of the
peoples of “ne *ur Hast, réut 5ritu1n.1ntendcd to

uiechurge/
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discharge her obli,;cticns tc those recople in tnat part
ofithe world for wnos« she &S ~espcrsible ané if
British territories vere attacked, the 3ritish people
would undoubtedly uefenu the.r with the utmost vigcur,

It would be most useful if the President,
~hen seeing the new Jaranese Anbéssador con his arrivel,
could speax tc him in somewhat similar terns and .make
Plain beyond the poysitility of misunderstanding the
interest ol the lnited otutes in Far Eastern affsirs.
If a joint declurzticon on the lines indicated above is
inpracticable then it is clearly of the grestest impor-

»
tance that Th2 United Steties Government should indepen-
dently go 8s far as they can to :make vlsin their attitude
to the Jaranese Government.

“iith this cbjfect in view you should seek an
interview with the rr-=sident and in placing tefore him
on the most comprehensive lines cur inform.tion regarding
the present situaticn in the Par East, inform him of
the line glready taren by the Foreign Secret;ry with the
capanese Ambasssacr in London, 1

You ghould X riaermore point cut that in the
view of the 3ritish authorities the situati?n wcould be
gre=tly iuproved if in addition to any statement or
varning thatl the United States Goverrment may see fit to
make.tc Js8.an, the american naval forces in the 7ar 3est
+ere to be increased, either by sending reinforcements to
¥anila or despatching & detachment tc Singepcre. At this
stage cf events the .ost effective check upon further

Jepanese adventures would a pear tc be some cefinite ncve

on the part cf the American Flect,
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MESSAGE DATED FEBRUARY 15, 1941 FOR THE
PRESIDENT FROM MR, WINSTON CHURCHILL
(PARAPHRASE)

]

There are indications, from many drifting straws,
that the Japanese mean to make war on us, or to do
something which would compel us to make war on them,
during the next few weeks or months, Personally I am
not sure that this is not g war of nerves which is
intended as & cover for Japaneee advances in Indochina
and in 8iam. Nevertheless I consider that I should let
you know that should the weight of the Japanese Navy
be thrown against us, situations beyond the capacity
of our own naval strength would confront us,

. Japan would not be likely, in my opinion, to dis-
patch such a large military expedition as would be
neceessary to besiege Singapore, Doubtless they would
oocupy oil fields and strategic centers in the Nether-
lands East Indies and vicinity which they desire and
in this manner acquire a much better position for a
subsequent full scale onslaught againset S8ingapore.

Also they would make raids on the ports and coasts of
New Zealand and Australia, thus arousing much anxiety
in those countries who have already sent to the Middle
Eaet all of their best-trained men. However, I fear
moet of all an attack by raidere, which might include
battle cruisers, against our communications and trade
routes in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. By inviting
disaster elsewhere we could dispatch some powerful war-
ehips into these great expanses of oocean, But escorts
would be few and far between and it would be necessary
for all shipping to go into convoy. This would consti-
tute an extremely serious additional limitation and
disarrangement of our entire war economy. Moreover,

it would end altogether all the military reinforcements
whioh we had intended to develcp in the Middle East from
Indian and Australasian resouroces,

Bhould there be a threat of a major attack of New
Zealand and Australia we would be compelled, of oourse,
to remove our navy from the eastern Mediterranean. B8uch
an aoction would result in disastrous military possi-
bilitiss in that area, a certainty that some accommoda-
tion would have to be made by Turkey, and the reopening
of German oil supplies and German trade from the Black
B8ea. Thus, Mr. President, you will see what an awful
weakening of our war effort would come about; merely should
Japsn send her battle cruisers and her 12 oruisers
carrying 8-inoh guns into the eastern oceans, and still
more should there be any serious invasion threat against
New Zealand snd Australia,
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There are some who consider that in Japan'e present
mood she would have no hesitation to entertaln an attempt
to make war against both your country and mine. Although
it is my personal belief that the ad&t:s*ﬁf??f?ffﬂIfEI%g“OJuLM
agalnst such an event, one cannot tell, Whatever you are
able to do to 1nstill in Japan anxlety -as to a double war
may succeed in averting thie danger. Neverthelees should

we alone be attaocked, it would be diffiocult to overstate
the grave character of the consequences,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
February 22, 1941

ﬁ"’i MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Mr. Renshaw in Secretary Hull's
office phoned the following paraphrase of
a message for the President from the Former
Navel Person:

“Have received better news concerning
Japan. It seems Jap Foreign Minister 1is
gshortly going to Moscow, Berlin and Rome
for the purpose of covering the fallure of
action against us. The fear of the U. 8.
appears to have postponed attack which
seemed imminent. While completely under-
standing your situation pending enactment
of Bill on which our hopes depend, the
more these fears can be aroused the better.:

. "Appreciation given in my last message
to you of naval consequences subsequent to
Jap attack against us remains the seme 1n
all circumstances."

The message 18 dated Februsry 20, 1941.
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TELEGRAM FRrRoM THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR AT TO0KYO0 TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE.
APRIL 13, 1941 (PARAPHRABE)

We have been furnished the information below by a secret source of reliability
who is in tonch with the Prime Minister of Japan and who has been accurate on
two previous occasions, namely, (1) advance notice (3 weeks) of the military
alliance in the Three-Power Treaty of September 1940, and (2) the occupation
of the Island of Hainan 14 days before the event.

We learn from this source that there is now at Hainan and Formosa an
expeditionary force, with transports at hand, of from 12 to 15 divisions. On
the pretense of manceuvers and at a time in mid-March when the disembarka-
tion of foreigners at Nagasaki was forbidden, a total of 8 or 10 divisions were
sent to Formosa. The expeditionary force is composed of these troops plus sev-
eral divisions, 3 or more, which were already in Hainan.

There is a plan for the synclironization of a direct attack on Singapore with
German action in blocking the Suez Canal in order that the passage of British
naval forces may be prevented. It is said that an attack on the Suez Canal
of devastating force is about to be launched. It is the idea of the Japanese
that if an attack on Singapore is made soon, America will not be prepared to
intervene, since opinion is not united at horme and the United States is pre-
occupied with such matters as aid to Britain, the battle of the Atlantic and the
submarine menace. However, here is a Japanese tleet at Formosa besides light
naval forces which are based in the Mandates. The original plan of taking
Indochina bases was abandoned since that would have warned America which
might have taken action. The current plan for a direct surprise attack on Malaya
in force does not entail the use of such bases. Last night, although American
newspaper correspondents had a story along these lines, they were unable to
send it.

File No.: 740.0011 P. W./191.
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SECRET

My dear Admiral Danckwerts:

1. The Chief of Naval Operations
o;’?:,‘i':‘é'l"“'gé":‘ t:;x”:' —Jar 'ﬁ ng
-1 ou o apply to chang
m« of the United M« he
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ERITISH EMBASSY,
Washington, D. C.
28th April, 1941
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.'%. It the Mediterranean Fl
ilto the Indian Olﬂ 0 ‘

Mp roroo
further
undnimble. X

7. As regards the reference to
erranean Fleet being limited to .
stage, I believe it to be the views o
ir Japan was a 'bolnmmt it wuu
the Far East 1tu1r, fg be ba
weaker than théat

Until, therefore,
intention to rota
etc.) in the Ind

8. Nevertholm, p L mm
view a U.S. naval m
Fleet could be tr

those units proposed in
Mediterranean Fleet mov
remained a non-bollimmt. It
further transfer to the Atlantic fI
facilitate an earlier .despatch
British navel forces which, in ¢
Fleet, would provide the
operation from Singapore .

9. If the Chief of Naval O
matter further, perhaps we |
after which I ocould question

gng Ag:ir;é. R. X, m.
Vashingson, Doc. !
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¢

REPLY TO CERTAIN UNITED STATES PROPOSALS

SECRET ===

Inform U.S. authorities that the lesues raised
this propoeal have been considered by the Defence
ommittee of the Cabinet and that as such a move vitally
“affects Australia and New Zesland we have obtained their
pinione. $ '

2. Our opinion which 1s concurred in in general by
>oth Australia and New Zealand 1s that any marked advance
*R e U.8. Navy in or into the Atlantic would be on the
rhole more likely to deter Japan from going to war than
he maintenance of the present very large U.8. Fleet at

: » and further that it might exercise a profound

nce on the present critical situation in Spain,

y and Vichy France. You should therefore strongly
rage American action in this sense.

i Qm . 2

~_ The problem for the U.S8. authorities 1s so nicely
udge the degree of the transfer that while still
lning the deterrent effect of a strong U.8. Fleet i
cific, there will aleo be the deterrent effect
oreased U.8. Fleet in the Atlantic.

8 not only the strength but also the composition
n the Pacific which will act as a deterrent,
ew the necessary effect will not remain unlees

the Pacific consisted of not less than 6
and 2 aircraft carriers. Inclusion of the
oneidered of the greatest importance.

]

.

e pthaiint

’

)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversction

DAYE: OL M ow. 17, 1941

SUBJECT: TH2Tiw STATES=-JInPinveow LoanleDlOuS

PARTICIPANTS:  SRUCHRETARY O+ STAYe HUL'. AND [iitd 1aTiSd AWBASSALOL,
LOww nAZL-AX

COPIES TO: > 4
A
N
e 1 ~ :
saae oritisa sapassudor called and nanded me tne at- s
: , . - _ 0
taxned copy ol & memorandum of conversatlon betwcen the Am=  p
- = o~
bassedor ol Japan and himsel{ yesterday. )
: e A
Tie . bassador sald that ne anderstood tne difticulties 7
: R . ol
2! ta.s coun'r, snd Japan in rindin~ weys und means ol koen-
In: up tue appearancc ol not-too-str:ined relutlions between
. :
auy Lwo countrlies . 1l. tuae Hresent covarnment o. Japsn cn=
.
denvors Lo -myrrove uolic santient ond opinlon in support
0i tie oasic prinel: les ior wai:n tnhis lovernments stronds una
wuitn envisage u peacersl sottlenent in tne entlire Paciflce
arsa,. 1:2 Anbassador sald ne wo.la commualeate witn als
jovernment In order to see Ji 1+ nad any su: estlons alon: i)
A )
aie line, wn.ch would alu twe iovirmaent ol Jupan to move i~
1)
in < alrectlion on tie funusaiental is2u 8 Lavolved. .

so Lo
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The Jnpnn ve mbassndor asked rather ayoteriously
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this mornins for an intervies «ith me, and cune Lo s2e e

this

»fternoon.

¢

.

ie b» an by recailinc a conversttim thast »e¢ b G huo

«her he hnd {iret : rrived In sshington .8 Lo the crsiradility
it it dnine peoree in the “acific. in' L =2, w8 1 knew,
e Sl !or sSalw tiee hepr telkine «ith dr. fu.l, -nd Cron th-'le
SRLkE tirees Srimcisthi ;oints of #41f1fc ity e ciiiraed.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum: of Conversation

DATE:

November 12, 1941

United States-Japanese negotiations

PARTICIPANTS: Rritish Ambassador, Viscount lHalifax;

COPIES TO:

Under Secretary, lr. VYelles

& 0K £0r
\:\\e)‘% 0\" U ; ":“
~ > W
G g Z

$, PA/D, ku, PA/H, FE

Y AR Sant

f.n EASTER &Ff.ﬁ!ﬁ}e

o Dapertment »f Stea

1%e Hrltish Ambassador called ti.ls roralng =t lils
reguest.

he Ambassador read to me a nemorsncdwa (tae text of
which is sttached herewith] reporting on a recent con-
versation betveen lhe 3ritish Annassador In ™oizvo and
the Ja;anese liinister for Forel'n Affa‘rs. . told tha
Arnbassador that, as the Secretery of Jteate had {reruent-
1y pointed out tc the Japanese Jovernmment, tho "ritish

ijoveranent would be Inlormed fully of the Yusis f'e

*3

any
projected nerotiations bYetwaen Janjan an:: the intted
States 1f the yresent converzat fons now in ,ro rsss
save nny cofinfte .romise that =iuch ne otiatlienn could

be undertalen, 1 comwunicated Lo th ahauaior, i@
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At o recert intScrvie v ain Jokyo lic

JEPENESS Rinister £or Porcl n AClulrs told His
esty's wbLost oy thut necotinticeng wi th tne
Unitnd Stulus ned now wever _rocaeedin. sire- lust
april, tna that hic carecrtenece in such patiors
ade nim pes.imiotic aLmut the oulcome of so alilutory
u jrocesd. In the krivy Sournc:l in;uticnce sus n:w
tafin. the pluce of the hopes ori fnclly jliéceu in

shievgiseuss cope, and L wus taereforc ndenly
desirouliw 0 gliseaver .awm war »utl Unfore Teeling
becann: too exacerbated. Mutters werce boins discussed
wnicn were of Lie utmost cuncern Lo :ritile. intercute
and Mr. Tojo said he wus therefore sornewhul sur, riseu
thut His liagesty's Govermuent were tarin.g no p;r: in
the discussions. While nh2 could uancarstune that In
the early sta:es we might prefer to liuve rutters in
the hands of the linited 3tates Governmernt, o point hud

now veen reachced where a Lreakdown micht have reper-

cussions upon Briti.h interests. he Linister said he

3479

Jo-0%aT /e )

qo
o
e

had a strong impression that, for reasons best XKnown .

thengelves, the Upited States overnmment were
delidberutely draggin.: out the negoiiations. If th1§
were 80 it would of course be impossidlc for the
Japunese Government o continue them.

Speaking for himself, 8ir Rodert Cralgie
told the Japanese Foreigon kinlster that he felt sure
thet therc had been no desire in any - uarter
deliberately to drag out the nejgotiations, But as he
understood the position, the Unitcd States Uovernment
had been unadble to elicit sufficivntly definite
assurances and undertakings in regoerd to Japen's

future/
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for discussion can be egreed upon in advance which
establishes principles upon which agreement will be
sought. The 3British Governnent heave been content
to leave this part of the proceedin.ss ir tne hsnés
of tne United States Government who are well awsre
of the British position. Morescver the United Stites
sJovernment have assured the British Government (and
it is believed that they have so informed the Jajunese
Government) thut should actunl negotiutions become
rbsaible the British Sovernment will at once be
consulted. ALY that roint the sritish Sovernment will
be very ready tv ccllavorute with the Urniled otutes
and Jararnese Jovernisents in seexin. u solution of
their joint wvroblers.
3ir R. Cruizie was {uirther w:ithorised,at

4is own discretiorn, th urge 2pon the Jopanese overment
the advantege of 'u supreme eflort W reac: gureenent
with the Unitcd Stuates, as g_ainst the chpeﬁate risxs
te Jaran of allowing e sisuctian to develoyp in wmuich

t might no lonje: be possible to control the issue of

peace or war.

Sl By Al
Py K o i e T TR 1 R
G aveyveliaesy| IS ‘
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LoNexbe > 11 th, 19K].
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MEMORANDUM Hasxpenp To MR, HorNgECK By M. DENING oF THE BRITISH EMBASSY
NovEMBER 14, 1941 (DPARAPHRASE)

It may be of interest to the Department of State to have the following indica-
tions as to the possibility of an attack on Thailand by the Japanese. According
to a report by the British Ambassador to Japan, there are several factors which
indicates that early in 1042 is the most likely time for action against Thailand
unless other factors result in precipitation of the crisis earlier,

It is stated by the British representative at Bangkok that there is no rain
in Thailand from approximately mid-November until May and thus the dry
weather lasts from December through April. He also reports that in the flat
country, that is, Central Thailand and Cambodia, during the dry season the
earth in the rice fields is haked hard, He was informed that at that time it is
not difficult to improvise airdromes for temporary use, and suggests that if an
attack on Thailand is coutemplated by the Japanese, the heginning of 1942 may
well be the best time for it.

Information has been received trom the Commander-in-Chief, Far Sast, that
there are at present about 30,000 Japanese troops in Cochin-China and Cawmbodia
and that one and perhaps two tank regiments are included among these. Large
quantities of anti-aircraft guns, motor transport and other transportation ma-
terial have been imported, inciuding small vessels which could be wsed for
transport as far as the new houndary, situated in the northern end of Tonla
Saidle Lake. It is known that there are a number of air fields in the North
which have either asphalt or concrete runways and which can be used at any
time of the year. There are in the South metal runways at Tourane, Penon, Penh
and Angkor, as well as an asphalt ranway at Tan Son Nhut. Work is proceeding
rapidly on the construction of runways at other fields in the South, at which
heavy bombers will be nused.

File No.: 740.0011 . W./1465.
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.

e r | & ?‘Iull,

‘/hen T got back to the Twlussy this .orning

I founo & telegram from Zden asking whether {* would he

3 po. sible tn let him sec th= text or the document given

L\ <
\\. to the Japunese. =
I huve alpready tol. “im ol Ly ger=pal .

C

charac!er .3 ;o "doucribed it to =, but I hAsve no -

~
-~

doudt, it you have no odbjection, he wenld he arat={.l [

C

for the oj;oriunity of seeir: the text, =

: &

Yours very sincerel,
% a /4,u /,-fftd‘zw)
/) v A
./‘ // / PIR / St
She HHMearal Lo PCell JAFP,
cerretnr, of  tate Lo the 1 t1ag ‘sation,
‘ /’
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It 18 conceivaolc that United States
Government muy raise with you the question of
the compatibility of the operation referred to
with our treaty o’ non-aggression with Theiland.
It may be usefil for you t; know th:refore that
we nave jiver careful considerution to this

point,

i Ir July lest we in®r>m.ed the Thal .
vernment theaet we 3a)uld regard thz grant of
bases to Jajan &3 &n infraction of.tuat treaty.
3irilarly (oltho.sh we have a8 yet made no
conriunication to tne Thai Jovernment) we shoulo =
na>t fe<l se could ellow the treaty to be a bar

£) ou entering thoiland if a Japanese invasion
occurrad or wus clearly impending. But 1t would
pe creatly oefrrable if in these eventualities
wg could act in co-opcration 'vith the Thai

averrment, If Lh2refore it were decided to

-~

v ertek Lhe . e~atisr, we should naturelly do
DR ;cs£ O 3ecire Theis' consert. It woulc oe
inporten. huwever nol Lo reveal (o the Jhail

GoYeramary sipdeims Liyne

.y wnt existence of' our

ilrn ovin, L e dunger Of liukage to tae

20.11e01,
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IPARAPHRASE OF A REPORT FROM LONDON ON THE MILITAKY SITUATION DELIVERED TO
THE FRESIDENT FroM THE BRITISH EMBASSY oN STH DECEMBER

The information provided is based on reports received up to 7 a. m., Tth De-
cember, 1941,

(I) NAVAL REPORTS:

Air reconnaissance reported at 3:15 a. ni. 6th December, 2 Japanese convoys
of 25 and 10 ships (respectively), escorted by cruisers and destroyers, by Ioint
Cambo (Coachin China) on a course of 270 degrees West. Contact has been lost
and there is no further news at present. The armed boarding vessel meationed
in yesterday's summary was sunk by torpedo aircraft. She had on board 300
British wounded and 100 prisoners of war. 201 persons were rescued. A small
British merchant vessel was sunk off Cromer last night, it is thought by a mine.

(IT) MILITARY REPORTS:

LIBYA. 6th December. We maintained pressure with our mobile columns on
the whole front Bardia-El Adem and also on the enemy lines of communication
behind. Latest reports indicate that the enemy has concentrated his forces South
of El Adem and is moving South-East towards Kl Gobi which is held by our
trocps.

RUSSIA. German pressure on Moscow continues.

(III) AIR OPERATIONS:

6th December. Spitfires damaged seriously storage systems and buildings at
two alcoholic distilleries in the Cherhourg Peninsula. Our aircraft also attacked
similar targets in the Dunkirk area. Off the Norwegian coast a Hudson claimed
hits on a 7,500 ton merchant vessel and Beauforts probable hits on a 4,000 ton
merchant vessel and a 5,000 ton tanker.

LIBY A. Nothing further to my previous report.

CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN. 5-6th December. 20 Wellingtons attacked
Naples for five hours. Over 251 tons of bombs were dropped, two 4,000 pounders
starting a large fire in the torpedo factory, while other bombs fell on the arsenal,
air frame works, and the railway. We lost one aircraft.

(IV) G. A. F. 6th December.

A German bomber was destroyed by ounr fighters South of Plymouth.
MALTA. 5-6th December. Some 20 hombers approached the island during a
period of nine hours. Only 8 crossed the coast and cansed some damage.

(V) AIRCRAFT CASUALTIES:
In operations over and from the British Isles—German 1.

(VI) 6th December.

The transfer from the Baltic States to Finland of broad gauge locomotives and
rolling stock, including tank wagons, will help to relieve the transport situation
and assist German economic exploitation. This confirms reports that the whole
railway system in the Baltic States is in the process of being converted to
standard guage and also the opinion that Germany intends to convert the gauge
of all railways in occupied Russia.

(VII)

Both empty and full oil trains from and to Italy have regular military escorts
on the Roumanian-Huugarian section of the route which indicates the degree of
unrest in Hangary and Roumania.

FURTHER REPORT 7th DECEMBER, 1941

Report received at 17:40 G. M. T. today from the Commaunder-in-Chief in China
that the Japanese were attenmpting to land from 5 ships at Kota Bharu on the
East coast of Malaya, immediately South of the Siam Malaya frontier.



